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to how any constitutional changes were going to
affect them. They had to judge carefully whether
the much-advertised freedom of India and the
methods suggested to achieve it carried any
guarantee that the Muslims too would have their
freedom and their due share of the power that
might be transferred. The Muslim League in
framing its policy, therefore, kept the following
considerations constantly in view: (1) it was no
practical politics to ask for a declaration of inde-
pendence from a foreign ruling power. What we
could legitimately urge was the re-examination of
the whole constitutional problem of India de novo
as soon as circumstances permit or immediately
after the war; (2) in any future policy, negotia-
tions and consultations, the Muslims should
be treated as a distinct unit, a separate factor
entitled to the same right of self-determination
as other elements in the Indian body-politic
claim; (3) the Muslims could also legitimately
,ask for an assurance that no constitutional plan
be forced on them against their will; (4) as to
war, the universal feeling*among Muslims was
that, if their full, effective, and hearty co-opera-
tion in the prosecution thereof was desired, a
.sense of security with regard to their future be
created in them. The pokey of the Muslim
'League was plain, It did not want the British
to make any irrevocable commit*-